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Port Pirie Regional Council (PPRC), the Member for Frome Geoff Brock MP, and Regional 
Development Australia Yorke and Mid North (RDAYMN) have joined to form the Port Pirie 
Planning Group which meets regularly to collaborate and discuss the growth and development 
opportunities within the region. 
 
This document is issued jointly on behalf of Port Pirie Regional Council (PPRC), the Member for 
Frome Geoff Brock MP, and Regional Development Australia Yorke and Mid North (RDAYMN) and 
is intended to give a background on the key strategies we are pursuing to secure the growth of 
Port Pirie and the surrounding region. 
 
Port Pirie is ideally located to take advantage of growth in the mining sector through its close 
proximity to the Upper Spencer Gulf, Adelaide, Olympic Dam Expansion, iron ore exploration 
between Peterborough and Broken Hill (Braemar iron region) and copper exploration on the 
Yorke Peninsula.  Port Pirie’s location is further strengthened by the availability of strategic 
infrastructure such as the National Highway, it is at the intersection of the north-south and east-
west railways, has a shipping port with spare capacity, access to natural gas is available, and has 
an underutilised airport. 
  
The region also has significant involvement in the renewable energy sector with proximity to the 
Clements Gap wind farm plus other existing and potential wind farms that are proposed for the 
Yorke and Mid North. Port Pirie wharf facilities are regularly used for handling wind turbines and 
the possibility exists that over the long term the Port Pire region could be a hub for renewable 
energy infrastructure. However recent experience is that employment outcomes in the renewable 
energy sector occur mainly in construction and does not return significant long term jobs. Other 
renewable energy projects may also provide opportunities for the region under the Federal 
Government’s Clean Energy Fund. 
 
Port Pirie operates as a major service centre to the region for retail, health services and 
Government administration.  The area services a population of 55,000 within a one hour drive 
with unlimited expansion options to enhance itself as the largest City north of Adelaide.  The 
community is supportive of development and looking forward to receiving its share of the future 
prosperity of the State. This Growth Strategy for infrastructure, industry attraction and community 
development will assist in diversifying the industry base and moving to a low carbon environment 
as well as providing opportunities for current and future generations. 

 
 
 
 

Collectively the Port Pirie Regional Council, the Member for Frome and Regional Development 
Australia Yorke and Mid North have identified opportunities for addressing long term growth and 
structural change, which we believe are fundamental to the future prosperity of the region.  We 
believe that this will require a combination of skills, infrastructure, community facilities and industry 
development.  
 
This Growth Strategy is designed to outline what we have jointly achieved to attract investment to 
the region and our priorities for the next three years. This Growth Strategy is designed to 
complement Regional Development Australia Yorke and Mid North’s Regional Roadmap together 
with Council’s various plans and strategies for the region. This Growth Strategy is intended to be 
concise and is supported by various other documents containing further details on each project. 

 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 

OVERVIEW 
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We have focused, over the last few years, on improving the liveability of the region and 
enhancing the lifestyle and opportunities for the community.  Port Pirie Regional Council’s vision, as 
described in its Strategic Plan, is to enhance its ‘quality lifestyle in a dynamic and prosperous 
region.’ 

 
More specifically, we have identified the following key priorities for the coming years: 
 

 Need to work with Nyrstar to ensure its long-term sustainable future; 

 Ensure the growth and prosperity of existing businesses; 

 Business, investment, and population growth; 

 Infrastructure improvements (airport, wharf access, gas pipeline duplication); 

 Completion of foreshore development; 

 Develop the region’s sporting and other community facilities; 

 Increasing availability of industrial, commercial and residential land; 

 Integrated Water Management; 

 Social and Community facilities. 

 
One of our key goals is to ensure the economic prosperity of the region.  To achieve this goal, we 
intend to focus on growing the regional economy by attracting new businesses and creating 
employment opportunities.   
 
Particular emphasis will be placed on strengthening the City as a regional centre for: 

 Health services 

 Quality education 

 Skills training 

 Arts & Culture 

 Sport 

 Retail 

 Government administration; and 

 Service centre to the resources and other sectors  

We acknowledge that if we are to attract new people to the region we need to promote the fact 
that Port Pirie is a major regional city and able to provide the facilities, services and lifestyle that 
residents expect in a modern community. We intend to promote the region’s competitive advantage 
with its close proximity to Adelaide, Roxby Downs, Flinders Ranges and Spencer Gulf.  
 
Securing economic prosperity will involve maximising the opportunities from the expected mining 
boom in the north of SA, obtaining industry diversification, creating employment opportunities and 
encourage growth. Council will work with Regional Development Australia Yorke-Mid North 
(RDAYMN) and other agencies to attract new investment in business development to the region; 
assist in the growth of export initiatives in the region; build best practice business skills through 
continuous improvement; support existing businesses in the region; and encourage industry 
collaboration across the region, State and nationally to address growth and barriers to 
investment. 
 
We also acknowledge that we have to build realistic expectations in what we can achieve. While 
we will do everything in our power and influence to grow and promote the area, industry 
investment will only come if the business case stacks up for the individual company. 
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Critical to the growth of the region is the capacity and constraints of current infrastructure (water, 
electricity, gas, telecommunications, road, rail and the port). Physical and community infrastructure 
are essential to attracting residents, investment and business to the region.  We will work with 
other agencies on a collaborative approach to short, medium and long term regional 
infrastructure planning; essential infrastructure investment that supports industry, business and 
community development; facilitate private and public infrastructure investment.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Recent Initiatives 
Central to our Growth Strategy is attracting investment to the region. Our investment attraction 
strategy to date has involved: 
 

 Population and Skills Attraction – We acknowledge that to fulfil our vision for the region 

we will require additional skilled workers beyond those currently available in the region. A 

program with State Government funding has recently been completed by RDAYMN aimed 

at attracting new residents with appropriate skills to the Yorke and Mid North Region. The 

program targets the return of former residents along with people from interstate and 

overseas.  A focus will also be in attracting professionals, particularly in the health sector, to 

the region.  A website www.lifestyleregion.com.au and written material has been prepared, 

supported by appropriate promotional activities. The program involves working with 

regional stakeholders, including local business, local government, recruitment agencies etc. 

These initiatives complement Port Pirie Regional Council’s promotional work which includes a 

new website www.piriehasitall.com.au, promotional DVD, 

attending caravan & camping shows in Adelaide and 

interstate; and the review and expansion of promotional 

material. Promotion of our region will continue with emphasis on the lifestyle factors that 

make our region attractive. 

 

 Government & Industry Engagement – We have met with numerous mining companies and 

other potential investors in the region; have made presentations to senior Government 

Ministers on the opportunities in the region and have taken PIRSA major project case 

managers on a tour around Port Pirie to highlight the many advantages of businesses 

investing in the region, as well as taking the opportunity to improve their knowledge on the 

infrastructure and facilities in the City. This is expected to be an ongoing regular activity of 

engaging Government and industry in order to attract investment to the region and indicate 

that we are “open for business”. 

INVESTMENT ATTRACTION STRATEGIES 

http://www.lifestyleregion.com.au/
http://www.piriehasitall.com.au/
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 Global Maintenance Upper Spencer Gulf Conference & Trade Show – Port Pirie Regional 
Council, on behalf of Global Maintenance Upper Spencer Gulf, organised and ran the 
highly successful 2011 GMUSG Conference and Trade Show.  This conference attracted 
over 350 people including 15 speakers and 36 trade displays.  Council’s objective for 
hosting this conference was to bring key business together to highlight the opportunities 
available in the region and how they can work together to expand. 

 

 GIS Mapping Infrastructure – Economic and social infrastructure tools focussed on the Yorke 
and Mid North, including 65 areas of infrastructure, demographic, tourism and other topics 
via one portal of www.yorkeandmidnorth.com.au/mapping. As a public resource, this 
information will assist a range of groups and sectors in a range of planning contexts and 
will be accessed by a broad range of stakeholders, for example investors/businesses, 
community groups, local and State Government, to assist with investment decisions, business 
cases, planning and funding submissions. 
 

 Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment – In conjunction with the Yorke and Mid North 
Alliance of RDAYMN, Central Local Government Region and Northern and Yorke NRM, we 
have been involved in the preparation of a regional Climate Change Vulnerability 
Assessment Report.  The Central Region of South Australia Climate Change Vulnerability 
Assessment is the first regional integrated assessment in Australia. 

 
The project is being co-ordinated through the Local Government Association of South 
Australia under Dr Jacqueline Balston, who is an Applied Climatologist liaising and sharing 
the methodology with CSIRO. The aim of the integrated vulnerability assessment is to 
identify those dimensions or sectors of a system that are vulnerable and the actions that 
would help build adaptive capacity so as to reduce possible negative aspects. We have 
approached the vulnerability assessment through the prism of social, economic and 
environmental impacts and have engaged a panel of technical experts in social, economic, 
marine and coastal, bio-diversity and the agriculture sector. 

 

 Broadband – RDAYMN has facilitated the provision of additional WiMAX (wireless 
broadband) service in the Southern Flinders (including Port Pirie). This project involved 
installing two additional WiMAX base stations to provide considerable geographical 
coverage from “The Bluff”. This provides WiMAX to Port Pirie, Crystal Brook Napperby, as 
well as areas in Mt Remarkable and Northern Areas Councils. 

 

 Infrastructure Audit – RDAYMN have completed an infrastructure audit of the region  to 
provide a an audit that delivers an up-to-date capacity assessment of traditional / physical 
infrastructure together with social & community infrastructure within the region and the clear 
identification of deficits and challenges relating to expansion & economic growth. This study 
is required for effective planning and project prioritisation particularly for local government 
and the Yorke and Mid North Region but also for investors seeking to develop or expand 
operations in the region. 

 

 Submission to SA Infrastructure Plan – Council and RDAYMN has provided submissions for 
including in the yet to be released revised SA infrastructure Plan.  Key projects included in 
our submissions, and included in this Growth Plan included, Gas duplication, last mile access 
to port, foreshore redevelopment, regional sporting infrastructure, and integrated water 
management within the City.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.yorkeandmidnorth.com.au/mapping


Page | 7 
 

Current Initiatives 
In addition to the above strategies that have already been completed, we are in the process of 
undertaking the following key actions to increase investment in the region: 
 

 Community and Social Infrastructure – We are looking at a number of projects that will 
enhance the attractiveness of Port Pirie to new businesses and residents. Some projects 
currently underway include the Florence St power undergrounding /redevelopment ($3m); 
construction of a Water Reuse Scheme with Nyrstar ($5m); the construction of a Regional 
Waste & Reuse Facility ($4m); the provision of an Italian Boat House/Maritime Museum; 
and the conversion of the old Ellen Street Library into a museum which will highlight the 
history of Nyrstar in the City.  Other projects which are being considered include the 
continuation of the Foreshore development around Berth 3 ($1.5m); the dredging and 
duplication of the Solomontown boat ramp ($1.5m); the provision of a multi-purpose indoor 
sporting complex; the redevelopment and consolidation of sporting facilities around 
Memorial Oval, and improving the entrances to the City.  Most of these projects are subject 
to securing external funding. 

 

 Retail Hub – Port Pirie, as the largest City north of Adelaide, is ideally suited to be a major 
regional retail centre.  A study is in place to look at retail leakage from the City and  gaps 
in products and services currently available to reduce retail dollars from being diverted to 
Adelaide and other regional cities. For some time consideration has been given to linking the 
CBD with Centro Plaza on Grey Terrace by attracting bulk goods retailers to land located 
along Wandearah Road, from Grey Terrace to John Pirie Secondary School. We intend to 
resolve land ownership issues and work with land owners, developers and the major retail 
chains in order to attract commercial investment. 

 

 City Entrances – Council is acutely aware of the need to provide attractive and inviting 
entrances to Port Pirie and to ensure the general appearance of our City is maintained at a 
high standard.  Council has set up an Entrance Committee to facilitate these improvements 
and to encourage the community to assist in this process.  It is expected that the Committee 
will seek to recommend an appropriate entrance statement on the highway, as well as work 
with the community to improve the vegetation and provide appropriate community symbols 
on Warnertown and Port Germein Roads. 

  

 Major Transport Service Centre – We have identified the potential for a commercial 
investment in a major service centre on the National Highway near Port Pirie to capture the 
increasing bound traffic on the highway.  When Port Wakefield is eventually by-passed, 
there will be no 24 hour fuel available on the highway for traffic between Bolivar and Port 
Augusta.  It is the believed that an opportunity exists to build a fuel-café-fast food facility 
to cater for travellers and the heavy transport sector. 

 

 Review of Development Plan – To ensure we have enough suitable retail, commercial, 
industrial and residential land available to accommodate current and future demand - we 
have identified the need for an overall planning strategy for the City that seeks to address 
the limited land available for heavy industrial around Port Pirie; the need for additional 
commercial areas for car and boat yards and potential land for a transport break yard 
(for trucks bringing goods to Port Pirie and as an assembly and loading point for plant and 
equipment for mining operations). Supplementary to this is the need to look at truck access 
to and from the city. 

 

 Value Adding – We are currently working to secure funding for a vision for value adding 
to Copper Concentrates in and around the Port Pirie area. There may also be the potential 
for the production of iron ore pellets in the longer term. 
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 Manufacturing – Discussions have been held with several parties in relation to various types 
of manufacturing in the region. Whilst no projects are locked in concrete it is a goal that we 
will continue to pursue. 

 

 Heavy Industry (Mining Service) Hub – We are keen to work with Department for 
Manufacturing, Innovation, Trade, Resources and Energy (DMITRE) to develop the proposed 
Upper Spencer Gulf Heavy Industry Hub. We intend to continue to explore the opportunity 
to attract businesses to be based in Port Pirie that service the emerging mining sector in this 
state.    

 

 Water Security – We are currently investigating options for securing the future water supply 
to the City in order to improve water supply options for heavy water intense industries that 
may consider moving to the region. 
 
We are also presently working with Nyrstar on a Reverse Osmosis Treatment Plant that will 
provide 350 million litres p.a., with 250 million litres p.a. to be used by Nyrstar, and 100 
million litres p.a. available for Council reserves including ovals and parks. The limit of 100 
million litres p.a. constrains the number of sites within the community that can be provided 
with recycled water from this project.   

 
Many options for water supply have been studied including water reuse, sewer mining, 
stormwater capture etc. With many solutions there is a range of issues that make solutions 
expensive or impractical. Work on water supply will continue. 
 

 Supporting Business growth – Attracting business investment can be hampered and can 
make regional South Australia uncompetitive due to the cost of and requirement to upgrade 
off-site infrastructure. More specifically, assistance to help businesses to expand or set up in 
rural/regional areas such as electricity augmentation charges, and road/rail infrastructure, 
and the increase in potable water supply should be considered.  As a result we strongly 
encourage the SA Government to continue and expand the existing assistance available to 
businesses to help them expand/relocate to regional SA, such as the USG Enterprise Zone 
Fund, Regional Development Infrastructure Fund etc. We believe that there is a strong case 
for governments to be involved in partnering with private enterprise to provide economic 
generating infrastructure to the region as well as to assist in the coordination, planning of 
industry investment that will benefit the state. 
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Supporting Tourism Growth  
Council operates a Visitor Information Centre and is a member of the Southern Flinders Regional 
Tourism Authority. The purpose of this investment is to develop tourism products and promote the 
region to potential visitors to the area, and thus provide customers for local businesses. Extensive 
work has been undertaken to develop bike trails throughout the region.  We also attend a number 
of Caravan and Camping Shows through out Australia promoting the region and have prepared 
numerous promotion material; web sites and DVDs to encourage 
tourist to the area. There are opportunities for Port Pirie to further 
develop attractions based on its industrial heritage, as well as its 
natural attractions, food and wine. Quality accommodation is also 
required to exploit Port Pirie’s convenient location as a base to 
explore the Flinders Ranges and Spencer Gulf. 
 

 Industrial Heritage – Industry in Port Pirie has shaped its 
history. There are emotive stories around this history to be told; how industry influenced 
family life in the town, how the town grew based on manufacturing and mining and what the 
future may hold given the current growth in the resources sector. Currently Nyrstar operate 
tours of the lead smelter, and there are opportunities to develop digital, light, sound and 
performance interpretive pieces around town to explain the context of industry in Port Pirie, 
as well as a museum. 
 

 Nature Based Tourism: 
Environmentally Sustainable Adventure Tourism – Port Pirie is located at the foot of the 
Flinders Ranges and on the shores of the Spencer Gulf. There are many opportunities to 
establish guided adventure tourism activities, such as cycling tours, windsurfing, hang-
gliding, hiking, heli-hiking, aerial tours (both fixed wing and helicopter), orienteering, and 
the like. 
 

Food and Wine – The Southern Flinders Ranges is an internationally recognised wine 
region with a small and growing cellar door culture. The Clare Valley Wine Region is 
also close by. There are organic fruit and vegetable farms, local produce outlets, olive 
groves, fresh seafood outlets, restaurants, cafes and boutique meat processors all within 
a short distance of Port Pirie, and so the town is able to act as a base to experience 
these attractions. A tour is required to visit these locations, commencing from and 
returning to Port Pirie. 

 

 Quality Accommodation – Currently there is a lack of accommodation suitable for 
travellers seeking experiences (this market is known as ‘Experience Seekers’), and so there is 
an opportunity to establish 4 or 4 ½ star hotel accommodation with a view of the Spencer 
Gulf and Flinders Ranges in Port Pirie. Such accommodation would ideally also feature 
conferencing facilities for small groups and a restaurant capitalising on the fresh seafood, 
local produce and wine available in the region. 
 

 Event Management – Council employs a full time events coordinator to deliver specific 
events in the region and to assist other organisations run events. In addition, through 
Council’s Community Assistance Fund a number of other events are sponsored each year.  
We believe in the concept of event based tourism as a means of increasing visitor numbers 
and supporting local business. 
 

 Enhancing City Facilities & Appearance – A number of Council’s municipal projects that 
have been undertaken around to improve the appearance of the City and the services 
available also assist existing businesses by making the City more attract for people to visit 
and to conduct business.  These projects include the undergrounding of power lines in Main 
Road and Florence Street; the construction of the new library; the upgrade to the Port Pirie 
Swimming Pool; the construction of the Flinders View Playground and works along the 
foreshore. Council is also intends to embark on a CBD greening project which will see 
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extensive street trees planted to soften the appearance of the CBA and to make it a more 
attractive place to do business. 

 
Initiatives to Assist Current & New Businesses 
While a large number of the above Initiatives assist in attracting new businesses, they also provide 
an opportunity for existing businesses in the region to grow. Our view is by attracting additional 
people and business into the region will provide more people and money that existing businesses 
can capitalise on. We collectively provide a number of services that directly benefit business.  
More specifically: 
 

 Council – Aims to be business friendly and support proponents through the Development 
Approval process; provide an attractive CBD inducing to conducting business as well as 
promote and market the region. 

 Regional Development Australia Yorke and Mid North (RDAYMN) – Provides a range of 
support to Business: 

Business Development Officer – RDAYMN employs a Business Development Officer, 
based in Port Pirie, whose role is targeted at supporting business growth. The Business 
Development Officer provides free and confidential business advice and assistance to 
anyone who is about to enter a small business or for those already in an existing 
business.  Any small business issue can be discussed. RDAYMN also has access to 
numerous free business tools and processes to improve business systems along with a 
number of training sessions to address immediate business needs. The aim is to ensure 
small businesses are sustainable and successful. 

New Businesses – Assistance with business plans, feasibility studies, and marketing 
strategies along with assistance to understand and develop budgets, cash-flow 
statements, record keeping and financial control, legal and licensing requirements, and 
human resource management. 

Existing Businesses – Assistance with funding applications, marketing strategies and 
review of existing business plans, succession plans, financial health checks and 
mentoring.  Workshops or training sessions are provided to enhance business growth. 

Other Services – RDAYMN also provides Economic Development, Workforce 
Development and Tourism Development services. 

 

 
 
 
Infrastructure is essential to our growth plans for Port Pirie.  We have identified four major 
infrastructure items which we believe are “game changes” for the region and will stimulate growth 
and investment: 

 Improved Access to Port & Port Loading Facilities; 

 Airport Upgrades for Fly-In-Fly-Out (FIFO) from Port Pirie Airport; 

 Natural Gas Pipeline Duplication; 

 Mining School. 
 

Brief details of each are contained on the next page and are supported by additional documents. 
 
  

INFRASTRUCTURE PRIORITIES 
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Improved Access to Port & Port Loading Facilities 
We can foresee receiving numerous future enquiries in relation to the export of ores and 
concentrates from the Port Pirie wharf particularly as exploration in the northern part of the state 
converts to real mining projects. It is clear that we must be ready with solutions when we receive 
approaches from the mining companies so that we can benefit as a community from the 
opportunities. Already several companies have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
with Flinders Ports. A study is needed to determine the most effective means of exporting ores and 
concentrates from Port Pirie, the identification of a site location along with broad-brush costing 
and concept for the infrastructure. We will then seek investment from the commercial sector to 
implement our preferred option. 
 

Aligns with SA 
Strategic Plan Target 

Addresses 
infrastructure 
constraints 

Contributes to 
State 
Infrastructure 
asset base 

Is consistent 
with existing 
SA Planning 
strategies 

Addresses the 
priorities 
outlined in the 
discussion 
paper 

35, 41, 42, 46, 47, 
56 

√ √ Upper Spencer 
Gulf Strategy 
Priority 
4,20,21,23 

Freight 
movement 
efficiency and 
projected 
growth 

Supporting Documents: 

 PPRC Submission to South Australia Infrastructure Plan Review 2011 

 Port Pirie Shipping Study requirement  

 
Airport Upgrades for FIFO from Port Pirie Airport 
We are keen to assess the opportunity for FIFO from the Port Pirie Airport. A report has been 
received that shows the options available for upgrading the Airport to handle up to 50 seater 
planes along with estimated capital costs. The next step is to undertake a demand study to 
determine the interest of mining companies, air charter companies and employees in utilising FIFO 
services from Port Pirie. If the outcome of the study is positive then the Council will seek to submit a 
grant application to implement the FIFO strategy. 
 

Aligns with SA 
Strategic Plan 
Target 

Addresses 
infrastructure 
constraints 

Contributes to 
State 
Infrastructure 
asset base 

Is consistent 
with existing SA 
Planning 
strategies 

Addresses the 
priorities 
outlined in the 
discussion paper 

4, 37, 47, 56 √ √ Yorke Peninsula 
Land use 
framework 17, 
18 
Upper Spencer 
Gulf Planning 
Strategy 20, 21 

Transport 

Supporting Documents: 

 Port Pirie Aerodrome Planning Study March 2000 

 PPRC Submission to South Australia Infrastructure Plan Review2011 

 Aerodrome Design Pty Ltd - Port Pirie Airport Study 

 EOI issued for Feasibility Study 
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Natural Gas Pipeline Duplication 
Currently the gas pipeline from Whyte Yarcowie to Whyalla (incorporating Port Pirie) is near 
capacity and we believe that duplication of this pipeline including the potential for a spur line to 
Port Augusta for power generation will have enormous benefit in attracting industry to the Upper 
Spencer Gulf. RDAYMN commissioned on behalf of the Upper Spencer Gulf Common Purpose 
Group, a report on the cost of increasing gas supply to the Upper Spencer Gulf which was 
published in April 2011, and is included in the PPRC and RDAYMN submission to the State 
Strategic Infrastructure Plan.  Further Study will enable the April 2011 report to be converted into 
a full business case suitable for securing Federal Government and industry investment. The aim will 
be to investigate the potential of an energy park at strategic sites in the Upper Spencer Gulf, 
including the heavy industrial land already appropriately zoned 18km north of Port Pirie (SAMAG 
site) and also look at those industries that will require significant volumes of natural gas in the 
future. 
  

Aligns with SA 
Strategic Plan 
Target 

Addresses 
infrastructure 
constraints 

Contributes to 
State 
Infrastructure 
asset base 

Is consistent 
with existing SA 
Planning 
strategies 

Addresses the 
priorities 
outlined in the 
discussion paper 

37, 38, 42, 47, 
56 

√ √ Upper Spencer 
Gulf  Strategy 1 
Priority 1;4;20 

Energy supply 
and capacity 

Supporting Documents: 

 The Case for Increasing natural Gas to The Upper Spencer Gulf Jan 2004 

 Increasing natural Gas to The Upper Spencer Gulf April 2011  

 PPRC Submission to South Australia Infrastructure Plan Review2011 

 RDAYMN Submission to South Australia Infrastructure Plan Review2011 

 
Mining School  
The resource sector offers the greatest opportunity for growth in the region. Thus the establishment 
of a Mining School incorporating university studies as well as a wide range of skills training is seen 
as being extremely important in setting the foundation for our long-term future. The Upper 
Spencer Gulf Common Purpose Group has identified the three cities as the pre-eminent places to 
undertake mining and resources related skills training which can service Western Australia, western 
New South Wales, South Australia, Victoria and the Northern Territory. This funding will enable us 
to undertake a Preliminary Feasibility Study to determine the options and viability of setting up a 
dedicated mining school in the region. 
 

Aligns with SA 
Strategic Plan 
Target 

Addresses 
infrastructure 
constraints 

Contributes to 
State 
Infrastructure 
asset base 

Is consistent 
with existing SA 
Planning 
strategies 

Addresses the 
priorities 
outlined in the 
discussion paper 

16, 49, 93 √ √ Mid North 
Framework 
Objective 15 
Strategy 15.3 

Energy supply 
and capacity 

Supporting Documents: 

 Nil 
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SUPPORTING COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
It is acknowledged that to achieve the Growth that we are aiming for we must support existing 

businesses, government agencies and provide support to community activities by working with 

relevant stakeholders such that all members of the community can benefit and enjoy the lifestyle 

that future opportunities will bring. We acknowledge that a number of the activities below will be 

lead by other groups, other than our three organisations, however we will provide support, where 

appropriate, for the betterment of the entire community. 

 

Below is a summary of some of those activities noting that this is not meant to be a complete list: 

 

 Labour - Mining development will provide new job opportunities for members of the 

community. This may mean loss of skilled workers for local businesses both large and small. 

We must ensure that we can train members of our community and attract skilled workers 

where necessary to provide backfill. Businesses must also do their part by providing work 

conditions and by developing worker policies that make it attractive for people to stay. 

 

 Training - We must ensure that all members of the community including youth and 

disadvantaged groups are given the opportunity to train for work. 

 

 Education - To attract new people to the region we must ensure quality education systems, 

with provision for new people to the city to be able to place their children in to schools 

both public and private. School based apprenticeships will assist in providing a secure 

future for many.   

 

 Childcare - With FIFO, DIDO and shiftwork along with single parents we must ensure 

sufficient care is available for children. 

 

 Health - Port Pirie is home to a major regional hospital and is about to add a new GP Plus 

Health Care Centre, nevertheless there is a need to ensure high standards are maintained 

and a high level of visits by specialists. We must also provide care and services to meet 

the needs of the aged and disabled. 

 

 Sport - Port Pirie is a well known sporting city. Several facilities are aging and accordingly 

it will be increasingly important to look at consolidating sports facilities to minimise 

ongoing costs. Combined with this will be the need to determine those locations that 

provide the best overall long-term outcomes. Better facilities may mean attracting major 

events. Water for the golf course is a significant issue particularly without the membership 

base at the Golf Club to support the cost. Sourcing suitable water in the volume required 

at an affordable price creates a difficult problem that needs attention.  

 

 Volunteering – The shortage of volunteers is increasing. A mobile workforce does not help. 

Effort needs to be made in attracting, training and supporting volunteers along with 

providing appropriate recognition.  

 

 Arts and Culture - Theatre, movies, and art along with sport are necessary for a good 

balanced community and must be supported. Activities to preserve history and heritage 

need to be sustained.  
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 Social Welfare - A mobile workforce will place increased pressure on welfare agencies, 

particularly in assisting those members of the family left at home during the periods where 

a worker is away. Support also needs to be provided to those institutions working with the 

underprivileged so that these people may develop and make a valuable contribution to 

the community.  

 

 Clean, Safe and Secure - Members of the community want to live in a clean, safe and 

secure environment. Where appropriate this means working with relevant parties to 

improve the look of the city and business district including such things as shop presentation, 

the look of closed buildings, eliminating rubbish in the streets, and removing pigeons. 

Council already has a committee looking at the city entrances and this committee will 

report back to the community.  

 

 Funding Chest - There are many community goals that are worthwhile, however funding is 

limited. Grants are applied for where possible, nevertheless there is always a shortage of 

funds to do everything that a community wants, this means prioritising. With some 

considered thinking there may be ways to raise additional funds than would not normally 

be available.  
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…the Region of Opportunity! 


