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STREET TREE SPECIES 
  
 
 
 
The following is a list of tree species that Council selects from when supplying trees for ratepayer requests or for 
streetscape developments.  The list consists of proven varieties and species that Council is trialling.  The list is 
divided into two sections so that overhead wires are taken into consideration.   
** Indicates Council’s preferred/commonly used species.  All other species require assessment before approval is 
granted. 
 
NB: This document is to be read in conjunction with Port Pirie Regional Council’s Tree Strategy and Tree Policy. 
 
SPECIES SUITABLE FOR USE UNDER OVERHEAD POWER LINES  
 

**Callistemon harkness (Gawler Hybrid Bottlebrush) 
Bottlebrush tree to 5 metres with weeping habit, profuse flowering, drought and heat tolerant 
and well proven in Port Pirie, and provides great shade and greening. 
 
 
 
 
 

**Cupaniopsis anacardioides (Tuckeroo) 
Dense evergreen tree with foliage resembling the cashew tree, spreading canopy, leaves are 
pinnate, dark green and shining.  Has good potential for street planting and has been used in 
Adelaide since 1998, is growing well in Memorial Park and Frank Green Park.  

 
 
 

 

**Eucalyptus erythronema (Red Flowered Mallee) 
Attractive small upright gum tree to 4-5 metres with smooth bark and spectacular red flowers.  
Drought and heat tolerant and a proven tree in Port Pirie.   

 
 

 
 

Koelreuteria bipinnate (Golden Raintree) 
Small semi-deciduous tree to 4-5 metres, lush green foliage and copes well with heat, spreading 
canopy.  Has pale pink flowers in late winter, single specimen in Threadgold Street and more on 
Florence Street near court house, will require good watering over summer.    

 
Koelreutaria bipinnate would be the first choice in our region as it withstands leaf scald better 
and retains its leaf longer.  This has been very difficult to obtain so in its absence Koelreuteria 
panniculatte could be used.   
 
 
Melia azedarach “Caroline” (White Cedar, Pride of India) 
Useful grafted form of Melia for streets with wide verges or footpaths. Grows to about 8m and 
will have dense spreading crown. Quite quick growing in well drained location. Will tolerate some 
drought conditions. Attractive pink flowers in spring. 

  

Enquiries: Allan Henderson, Parks & Recreation Supervisor 
P: (08) 8633 9666, E: council@pirie.sa.gov.au 

mailto:council@pirie.sa.gov.au
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SPECIES SUITABLE FOR USE UNDER OVERHEAD POWER LINES (Cont’d) 
 
 

 

Lagerstroemia (Crepe Myrtle) 
Cultivars: Tonto – pink to red flowers, Tuscarora - fuchsia pink flowers, Natchez – white flowers 
Attractive small tree or large shrub with beautiful flowers in pinks, white or reds.  Deciduous with 
appealing coloured bark in maturity and colourful autumn colour.   
 
Likely to need some irrigation in dry periods.  Has not yet been trialled in Port Pirie but worthy of 
consideration.  Should also be used in group plantings such as large park garden beds.   

 
 

**Angophora hispida (Dwarf Apple) 
Angophora hispida is the smallest growing member of this genus.  Like many plants growing 
between 6-10 metres, it can be trained either as a multi-stemmed shrub or as a single-trunked 
small tree. 

 
This has potential to be used as a street tree.  Appears to be a tree that will grow in our area.  This 
species is currently growing well in Adelaide and it is also on SAPN’s approved list for planting 
under power lines. 

 
SPECIES SUITABLE FOR USE ONLY IN SITES WITHOUT OVERHEAD WIRES  
 
 
 

Corymbia citriodora (Lemon Scented Gum) 
Excellent tall, upright eucalypt that should be used if space allows, grows well in Port Pirie. 

 
 
 
 
 

Eucalyptus steedmanii (Steedmans Gum) 
Moderately dense gum tree to 8 metres, and can be single or multi stemmed, does not develop 
heavy long branches.  Grows well in Port Pirie and requires little maintenance once established, 
excellent shade, almost use under power lines. 

 
 
 

Hymenosporum flavum (Native Frangipani) 
Tall slender growing tree to about 20m.  Very unpredictable shape with glossy attractive leaves 
and small profusely provided scented yellow flowers throughout the spring and summer. 
 
Will need irrigation and in dry periods and will perform best in good soil and regular irrigation not 
just when in drought. 
 
 
**Jacaranda mimosifolia (Purple Jacaranda) 
Semi deciduous tree to 8-10 metres with very fine leaflets and spectacular blue/purple flowers in 
spring.  Will grow well in Port Pirie if nurtured when young with good watering and fertilising, 
many specimens along The Terrace and Senate Road.  Drops leaf litter in early summer before 
new foliage appears. 

  

http://images.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://knp.server101.com/.merchant/2056/images/corycitrioTTT.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.koalanativeplants.com.au/commerce/search/products/?product_id=corycitrio&merchant_id=2056&usg=__XNiWJmpOamZa_fRxUtHhB-uL3vg=&h=556&w=438&sz=27&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=DEMuUIYvw0NmfM:&tbnh=133&tbnw=105&prev=/images?q=Corymbia+citriodora+photos&hl=en&cr=countryAU&sa=G&um=1
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SPECIES SUITABLE FOR USE ONLY IN SITES WITHOUT OVERHEAD WIRES (Cont’d) 
 
 

Eucalyptus sideroxylon (Red Iron Bark) 
Upright tree with red iron bark and grey green leaves.   

 
 
 

 
 

Pistacia chinensis (Chinese Pistachio) 
Well known for its extremely fine foliage, pinnately-compound and rich green in summer, in 
autumn it develops bright crimson colour and holds on the tree for many weeks.  It is as well-
coloured as Rhus, but without the allergy problems. 

 
 

Angophora costata (Smooth Barked Apple) 
Grows in Victoria on many soil types, but will not tolerate water logging.  It thrives on most sites 
including fully coastal sites that have a high sand content.  There are a few pest and disease 
problems that are obvious with A. costata, and the tree is easily-grown in most streetscapes. 

 
 

Olea europaea “Swan Hill” 
This olive was discovered in an orchard near Swan Hill Victoria where it was a 20 year old tree 
that had not fruited.  Cuttings from this tree were sent to the University of California, where its 
fruitless nature was confirmed.  Later, Dr H. Hartmann discovered that it produced little-to-no 
pollen as well.  The tree grows equally as wide-as-tall unless pruned and can be grown easily as a 
single-trunked tree.   

 

The “toughness” of olives is well known and the non fruiting nature eliminates the weed potential 
allowing for a tree that has very good potential as a street tree.  We currently have 3 of these in 
Carter Crescent, Port Pirie that have been planted for over a year and growing well. 

 
Acer x freemanii (Jeffersred, Autumn Blaze) 
Large growing Maple noted for autumn colour.  Likely to grow to 15m + with large spread of 
crown to 10m. 
 
Would need to be in wide verge, likely to require irrigation although meant to be tolerant of low 
levels of drought.  Could be a useful feature tree in right city centre location. 
 
 
**Pyrus “Capital” (Ornamental Pear) 
An Ornamental Pear for streetscapes and small gardens.  Narrow and columnar in habit with a 
strong central leader and upward-curving lateral branches.  Grows to 11m tall by 4m broad at 
maturity.  Heavily-flowered in spring, with excellent glossy summer foliage and burgundy to 
scarlet autumn foliage colour. 

 
 

Pyrus “Chanticleer” (Ornamental Pear) 
Considered by North Americans to be the best cultivar of P. calleryana.  Growing to 12m tall by 
6m broad with a pyramidal crown.  In North America “Chanticleer” has been significantly more 
resistant to storm damage than “Bradford”.  Grown in North America since 1965, it shows few, if 
any, faults when grown in sites that are not droughted for more than 3-4 weeks in the summer.  It 
has shown excellent growth in compacted soils and where the root-run is restricted. 
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